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Message Text 


E.O. 11652:GDS 


TAGS: PBOR, IS, U.S., EG, IO 


SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT FROM BEGIN ON SETTLEMENTS 
ISSUE. 

1 . THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE FROM BEGIN TO 
THE PRESIDENT ON THE SETTLEMENTS ISSUE HANDED TO THE SECRE- 
TARY BY DINITZ TODAY, JANUARY 9 (SEPTEL). 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, I THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
URGENT MESSAGE TRANSMITTED TO ME OVER THE TELEPHONE BY 
AMBASSADOR LEWIS ON SATURDAY NIGHT, JANUARY 7. THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF ISRAEL TOOK YESTERDAY THE FOLLOWING DECISION: 

3. 'TO STRENGTHEN THE EXISTING SETTLEMENTS IN PITHAT RAFIAH 
(THE AREA BETWEEN RAFIAH AND EL-ARISH), AND ALONGSIDE THE 
GULF OF EILAT BY ADDING ARABLE LAND FOR CULTIVATION AND 
INCREASING THE CIVILIAN POPULATION BOTH URBAN AND RURAL.' 
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4. THE CABINET SECRETARY WAS INSTRUCTED, IF ASKED WHETHER 
THIS MEANS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW SETTLEMENTS IN THE TWO 
AREAS, TO ANSWER NO. 

5. HE WAS, INDEED, ASKED BY THE PRESS AND THIS WAS HIS 
REPLY. 
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6. AS FAR AS JUDEA AND SAMARIA ARE CONCERNED, I ASKED OUR 
FOREIGN MINISTER, MR. DAYAN, TO CHECK THE RELEVANT MINUTES 
OF HIS TALKS WITH YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, IN SEPTEMBER 1977. 

AT YESTERDAY'S CABINET SESSION, MR. DAYAN READ FROM THE 
AFORESAID DOCUMENT, THE COPY OF WHICH IS BEFORE ME AS I 
WRITE. IT IS GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL CABLE NO. 26 OF SEPTEM- 
BER 19, 1977. 

7. IN IT MR. DAYAN INFORMS ME THAT YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, 

STATED TO HIM THE ILLEGALITY OF THE SETTLEMENTS AND THEIR 
BEING AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE.' I TOLD HIM FRANKLY, DAYAN 
CONTINUES, 'THAT HE IS MISTAKEN TO ASSUME THAT THE SETTLE- 
MENTS ARE ILLEGAL OR ARE AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE, AND THAT WE 
ARE NOT FLEXIBLE. THIS GOVERNMENT IS NO LESS FLEXIBLE THAN 
THE PREVIOUS ONE, BUT THERE CANNOT BE A GOVERNMENT IN 
ISRAEL THAT WILL NOT ESTABLISH SETTLEMENTS. I PROMISED 
HIM THAT I WILL RECOMMEND TO YOU THAT IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
ONLY SIX SETTLEMENTS WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN MILITARY CAMPS. 
..I ADDED THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IN THE COURSE OF TIME A 
DECISION WILL BE TAKEN ABOUT ADDITIONAL MILITARY CAMPS IN 
THE SAME WAY.' 

8. THIS STATEMENT BY OUR FOREIGN MINISTER IS BORNE OUT IN THE 
MINUTES ON THE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS BETWEEN VICE PRESIDENT 
MONDALE AND MR. DAYAN. 
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9. WE HAD. INDEED, BY JANUARY 1, ESTABLISHED THOSE SIX 
SETTLEMENTS IN MILITARY CAMPS. LAST WEEK, THE CABINET 
DECIDED TO ESTABLISH FOUR ADDITIONAL SETTLEMENTS, ALL OF 
THEM IN MILITARY CAMPS. THIS, TOO, IS IN COMPLETE CON- 
FORMITY WITH WHAT OUR FOREIGN MINISTER TOLD YOU, MR. PRESI- 
DENT, AND YOUR COLLEAGUES. 

10. I CAN THEREFORE SUM UP AND SAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ISRAEL OBSERVES SCRUPULOUSLY, NOT ONLY IN SPIRIT BUT ALSO 
TO THE LETTER, ANY PROMISE GIVEN TO YOU BY ITS REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, OF COURSE, FULFILLS ITS 
COMMITMENTS TOWARDS ITS PEOPLE IN OUR LAND AS IT IS IN DUTY 
AND HONOR BOUND TO DO. 

11. YOURS RESPECTFULLY AND SINCERELY, 

12. M. BEGIN. END QUOTE. 

VANCE 
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E.O. 11652:GDS 


TAGS: PBOR, IS, U.S., EG, JO 


SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT FROM BEGIN ON SETTLEMENTS 
ISSUE. 

1 . THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE FROM BEGIN TO 
THE PRESIDENT ON THE SETTLEMENTS ISSUE HANDED TO THE SECRE- 
TARY BY DINITZ TODAY, JANUARY 9 (SEPTEL). 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, I THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
URGENT MESSAGE TRANSMITTED TO ME OVER THE TELEPHONE BY 
AMBASSADOR LEWIS ON SATURDAY NIGHT, JANUARY 7. THE GOVERN- 
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3. 'TO STRENGTHEN THE EXISTING SETTLEMENTS IN PITHAT RAFIAH 
(THE AREA BETWEEN RAFIAH AND EL-ARISH), AND ALONGSIDE THE 
GULF OF EILAT BY ADDING ARABLE LAND FOR CULTIVATION AND 
INCREASING THE CIVILIAN POPULATION BOTH URBAN AND RURAL. 1 

4. THE CABINET SECRETARY WAS INSTRUCTED, IF ASKED WHETHER 
THIS MEANS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW SETTLEMENTS IN THE TWO 
AREAS, TO ANSWER NO. 

ONLY SIX SETTLEMENTS WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN MILITARY CAMPS. 

5. HE WAS, INDEED, ASKED BY THE PRESS AND THIS WAS HIS 
REPLY. 

6. AS FAR AS JUDEA AND SAMARIA ARE CONCERNED, I ASKED OUR 
FOREIGN MINISTER, MR. DAYAN, TO CHECK THE RELEVANT MINUTES 
OF HIS TALKS WITH YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, IN SEPTEMBER 1977. 

AT YESTERDAY'S CABINET SESSION, MR. DAYAN READ FROM THE 
AFORESAID DOCUMENT, THE COPY OF WHICH IS BEFORE ME AS I 
WRITE. IT IS GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL CABLE NO. 26 OF SEPTEM- 
BER 19, 1977. 

7. IN IT MR. DAYAN INFORMS ME THAT YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, 

STATED TO HIM THE ILLEGALITY OF THE SETTLEMENTS AND THEIR 
BEING AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE.' I TOLD HIM FRANKLY, DAYAN 
ONTINUES, 'THAT HE IS MISTAKEN TO ASSUME THAT THE SETTLE- 
MENTS ARE ILLEGAL OR ARE AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE, AND THAT WE 
ARE NOT FLEXIBLE. THIS GOVERNMENT IS NO LESS FLEXIBLE THAN 
THE PREVIOUS ONE, BUT THERE CANNOT BE A GOVERNMENT IN 
ISRAEL THAT WILL NOT ESTABLISH SETTLEMENTS. I PROMISED 
HIM THAT I WILL RECOMMEND TO YOU THAT IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
ONLY SIX SETTLEMENTS WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN MILITARY CAMPS. 

I ADDED THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IN THE COURSE OF TIME A 
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DECISION WILL BE TAKEN ABOUT ADDITIONAL MILITARY CAMPS IN 
THE SAME WAY.' 

8. THIS STATEMENT BY OUR FOREIGN MINISTER IS BORNE OUT IN THE 
MINUTES ON THE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS BETWEEN VICE PRESIDENT 
MONDALE AND MR. DAYAN. 

9. WE HAD, INDEED, BY JANUARY 1, ESTABLISHED THOSE SIX 
SETTLEMENTS IN MILITARY CAMPS. LAST WEEK, THE CABINET 
DECIDED TO ESTABLISH FOUR ADDITIONAL SETTLEMENTS, ALL OF 
THEM IN MILITARY CAMPS. THIS, TOO, IS IN COMPLETE CON- 
FORMITY WITH WHAT OUR FOREIGN MINISTER TOLD YOU, MR. PRESI- 
DENT, AND YOUR COLLEAGUES. 

10. I CAN THEREFORE SUM UP AND SAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ISRAEL OBSERVES SCRUPULOUSLY, NOT ONLY IN SPIRIT BUT ALSO 
TO THE LETTER, ANY PROMISE GIVEN TO YOU BY ITS REPRESENTA- 
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TIVES. THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, OF COURSE, FULFILLS ITS 
COMMITMENTS TOWARDS ITS PEOPLE IN OUR LAND AS IT IS IN DUTY 
AND HONOR BOUND TO DO. 

11. YOURS RESPECTFULLY AND SINCERELY, 

12. M. BEGIN. END QUOTE. 

VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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